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First-class C.W. Operators’ Club & 


NEWS SHEET 425 


Hon. Secretary: A. J. Slater, G3FXB 
“Wychwood”, Park Lane, Maplehurst, Horsham, West Sussex, RH13 6LL 
Telephone: Lower Beeding (040 376) 342 


“A man should keep his friendship in constant repair’ 


Dear Members, 

Winter has finally arrived in Sussex. As I write this 
the garden is covered in a mantle of snow and the 
media has reported our rivers frozen for the first time in 
15 years. On sunny days walking through the woods and 
along the ridge to the south of us can be a rewarding 
experience with the snow criss-crossed by animal tracks 
and sparkling in the sun. One of our apple trees still 
bears some fruit—a reminder of the glorious summer of 
last year. By the same token the bulbs are already 
pushing through with their promise of spring and balmy 
weather to come. 

Last month when referring to propagation conditions 
I mentioned that every cloud has a silver lining. This 
has certainly been the case during the past month. 7 
Mhz has produced some most interesting propagation, 
in particular openings to all call areas of the USA 
between 12.00 and 14.30 GMT on the short path. Some 
nights propagation on that band has been good whilst 
on others there is little to be heard but the odd eastern 
European. Similar conditions have occurred on 3.5 Mhz 
with signals from North America over the Christmas 
period as loud as those from Europe and W6/7 openings 
around 01.00 GMT. I also gather that there has been 
quite a bit of excitement on 1.8 Mhz. The weekend of 
5th and 6th of January was reasonable, so based on the 
27 day cycle we could get a break for the Marathon 
this year. By the time you receive this News Sheet we 
will have seen if my theories are correct. Surely after 
the past two years of disturbed conditions we are due 
for better things and it has even been hinted in certain 
quarters that if this is not the case your Hon. Sec. 
should resign! 

Members will have noted a number of resignations in 
the past two months. Some of these have been as a 
result of ill health, something we have to live with at 
this time of year in an organization where the average 
age of the membership continues to creep up. In other 
cases one feels that a contributing factor has been the 
History Book where members have learnt what is 
expected of them and of the efforts put in by so many 
over the years to make the Club what it is today. Hope- 
fully some of those out there that we never seem to see 
on the air will also step forward in this manner—by so 
doing they would avoid all the unpleasantness associated 
with Rule 7 correspondence. In any event our member- 
ship total is now well below the 500 mark and thoughts 
will turn increasingly to the sponsoring of new members. 
This is an opportune time to point out that in so doing 
we must not relax our standards. Selective sponsoring 
must be maintained and the membership and Com- 
mittee must continue to monitor and screen prospective 
candidates closely. 

On another subject members will have noted that 
AEA Inc in the USA coupled with ICS Electronics in 
the UK have introduced “Doctor DX—the ultimate 
computer game”. This simulates DXCC, the CQ WW 
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Contest and features AEA’s own Sprint and Marathon 
contests. Whilst recognizing that such programs can 


'be an aid in the teaching of CW and also contest 


operating your Hon. Sec. does have reservations at the 
prospect of experienced operators becoming deeply 
involved with them, particularly as AEA runs an 
awards programme in conjunction with “Doctor DX”. 
Surely the basis of amateur radio is to communicate 
with a fellow amateur at the other end of the circuit and 
whilst not decrying the excellent technology involved 
in “Amateur Radio’s own version of Solitaire” it can 
only have some negative impact on Club activity and be 
a small part of the “serious challenge to the Club 
from new technology and interests” referred to by our 
President, GZ3HDB at Lords last year. Fortunately in a 
more positive direction the new Bill Windle Trophy is 
going well and producing very satisfactory levels of 
activity on the bands. 

On a final note Maud and I recently visited Muriel 
who is doing well and putting on weight. As with Maud 
and myself she received many Christmas cards from 
members, the volume being such that replies were not 
possible in all cases. Muriel is most appreciative of the 
thoughts of those members who keep the old links 
going and in the case of Maud and myself the kind 
thoughts expressed make what can be a fairly demand- 
ing commitment that little bit easier and that much 
more rewarding. 

Al Slater 


STARRED LIST 


There are no candidates this month. Responses have 
yet to be received from LA3FL and ON4WD—no doubt 
Christmas mail delays are to blame. Invitations will be 
extended to G3BEX and N2UU. 


SUPPLEMENTARY STARRED LIST 


2. SM6BGA, DJOXJ, DL8AN, SM3BCS, SM7BVO, WICCN. 
2. W4DA, K4EF, K4FW, WS5GEL. 


NEW MEMBER 


1479 G3LPN (Phil)—J. P. Hunt, “Warwick Glen’, 
56 Portsmouth Road, Camberley, Surrey, GU15 
1JN. XYL—Pat. Telephone: Camberley (0276) 
64877. 


AMENDMENTS 


664 G3KGB (Ron)—“Luzern’, Sellicks Green, 
Taunton, Somerset, TA3 7SA. 

825 I0GO—Delete from records, unsatisfactory 
response to Rule 7 correspondence. 


1236 N6ZZ (Phil)—Resigned due to low activity. 
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1277 K7NHV (Al)—7490 N. Valley Vista Road, 
Pocatello, ID 83201. XYL—Cheryl. No change 
in telephone number. 

1293 DJ3KR/KP4 (Jurgen)—c/o Arecibo Observatory, 
P.O. Box 995, Arecibo 00613, P.R. 

1332 G3VMK (Dale)—33 Papplewick Lane, Hucknall, 
Nottingham. Telephone: (0602) 635170. 

1343 G4BKU (Ron)—Silent Key. 

1365 KS5MM (Dale)—P.O. Box 6205, Beaverton, 
OR 97007. 

1367 K4DL (Jens)—Resigned due to low activity. 

1454 K1HZ (Ron)—ZIP changed to 55304. 


SILENT KEY 


Members will be shocked to learn of the passing 
of another one of our most active supporters—Ron, 
G4BKU. Ron passed away on the 5th January as a 
result of a heart attack. Unbeknown to us he had been 
in hospital before Christmas and had telephoned me 
only a few days prior to his passing. He was a keen 
supporter of the Club being consistently active on the 
bands and regularly attended Lords. He was often in 
touch by telephone with your Hon. Sec. and the OM 
before me, and in 1979 he presented an engraved rail- 
way key to the Club “to be held in perpetuity by the 
current Hon. Secretary as a reminder that the skill of 
hand keying within the Club should be kept alive”. In 
recent years Ron had experienced three heart attacks 
and his earlier days were not easy with a spell in a 
POW camp in WW2. All members will join me in 
extending condolences to his XYL Eileen and the 
entire family in their, and indeed our, sad loss. 


AWARDS 


We are indebted to G2FDF and G3KMO for the 
following: 
DX 100 Certs No. 56 DL8CM, 57 4Z4OL, 58 WICCN. 
WAFOC Stickers 2000 4Z4OL, 2500 4Z40L, 5500 

WICCN, 6000 WICCN. 

WAFOCC Country Stickers 

12c on 1.8 Mhz to WICCN. 

50c on 3.5 Mhz to WICCN. 

75c on 14 Mhz to WICCN. 

75c on 21 Mhz to WICCN. 

110c to GW3HCL. 

130c to GW3HCL. 

140c to GW3HCL. 
W6WASFOC No. 34 to VK2QL. 

In addition Roger, G3SXW has achieved Nickel 
Trophy No. 53. Hearty congratulations to all concerned. 


BILL WINDLE TROPHY 


At this early stage the following totals have been 
reported to your Hon. Sec. To maintain topicality 
members should note that the deadline for the News 
Sheet is the 12th of each month with the exception of 
the January edition which is the 9th of December. To 
obviate mail delays look for G3FXB or G3SXW on the 
bands just prior to these dates and pass information 
concerning scores on the air. 

W2BA 133, WICCN 125, G3FXB 106, G3SXW 102, 
W4DHZ 83, G8VG 53, KSMA 51, KIRH 48, G3AZ 44, 
G3AAQO 41, G3TXF 35. 

Roger has asked me to remind members that special 
sheets are available for recording members worked. The 
rules call for claims to show date and band of the con- 
tact so a special tick-sheet has been prepared showing 
call/name/number as on the Marathon rosters, followed 
by columns for band and date to be filled in. If required 
please send an SASE to either G3SXW or WIDA and 
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ensure that postage is adequate. If you have a spare 
copy of the latest version of the Marathon roster this 
could be used instead but you will need to squeeze the 
date in somewhere. Remember that contacts may be on 
any band for this new Trophy but claims must indicate 
which band was worked. 

These Marathon and Windle Trophy lists are pre- 
pared on WIRM’s computer and we are grateful to 
Pete for his tremendous efforts—they look very good 
and work weil in practice. With this latest list we now 
have membership details available in the following 
forms: 

1 Call Book compiled by G4CP with the latest 

edition soon to be distributed. 

2 Marathon rosters available for an SASE from 

G3SXW and WIDA. 
3 Windle Trophy lists also from Roger and George. 
4 Numerical lists for WAFOC claims from your Hon. 
Sec. 


FOC CALENDAR 


lst—3rd February: MARATHON with G4FOC 
activated by your Hon. Sec. 

lst—3rd March: G4FOC ACTIVITY WEEKEND with 
Tony, G4GML on the key. 

S5th—7th April: G4FOC ACTIVITY WEEKEND with 
your President, Jim, G3HDB on the key. 

4th May: NORTH AMERICAN DINNER, Danbury, 
CT 

Sth May: PETE & BOBBIE’S OPEN HOUSE, 
Burlington, CT. 

25th May: CONTINENTAL FOC DINNER followed 
by “brunch” at DJOXJ on the 26th. Contact Evert 
or Ernst, DLIPM at your earliest if you plan to 
attend. 

5th October: LORDS. 

Activity on the new bands: first day of each month. 

G4FOC activities: 21.00 to 21.00Z. 


THE THIRTEENTH 
ANNUAL NORTH AMERICAN DINNER 
by Howie, W1HZ 


The Ethan Allen Inn just off Interstate I 84 in 
Danbury, CT, will again be the QTH of this year’s 
North American Dinner. Even though it may be the 
13th we are not at all superstitious so let’s make it the 
best one yet. 

For those travelling by air the Connecticut Limousine 
Service provides regularly scheduled direct service to the 
Inn from both Kennedy and La Guardia, N.Y.C. air- 
ports. All the Inn facilities will be available for our 
group from Friday through the weekend. In addition to 
the many informal hospitality rooms there will be an 
FOC Hospitality Suite close to the main lobby on Sat- 
urday where weary legs may be rested and QRM 
generated. The cocktail hour (cash bar) will be from 
6.30 to 7.30 pm at the poolside patio area. Dinner will 
commence at 7.30 pm in the Old Colony Room—what 
a fitting spot for the North American Dinner! This 
year’s entree will again be roast prime rib of beef. The 
Dinner price is 23 dollars which includes tax and 
gratuity. 

If you plan to attend please advise me by sending 
your remittance promptly. Cheques should be made 
payable to Howard H. Ferris and mailed to 86 Whitte- 
more Street, Concord, MA 01742. No Dinner tickets 
will be provided. Those who desire acknowledgment or 
additional information such as the Inn brochure or 
limousine transport schedule please request and enclose 
a SASE along with your remittance. I must under 
contractual agreements firm up Dinner reservations by 


aes Ist thus Dinner rebates cannot be made after that 
ate. 

The guest room rates for our group this year at the 
Inn remain the same as last year—namely standard 
room, 55 dollars; parlour suite (2 double beds), 62 
dollars; and parlour suite (king), 64 dollars. These rates 
are single or double occupancy but do not include the 
74% Connecticut State Tax. You should make all your 
room reservations directly with the Inn and be sure to 
state that you are with the FOC group to obtain these 
rates. The Inn’s address is: Ethan Allen Inn, Exit 4, 
I 84, Danbury, CT 06810. The Inn has a toll free 
telephone number: 1-800-742-1776 which should pro- 
vide the best means of making your room reservations. 
The Inn is very popular and is normally booked to 
capacity. They have withheld a limited number of 
rooms for us in accordance with our past requirements 
but you should make your reservations early, preferably 
now, to avoid disappointment later. 

I would welcome donations of suitable equipment 
or material from the membership which could be used 
for eitner the raffle or door prizes. Our experienced 
raffle sellers Dot/W1HZ, Tisha/W1HX, Carol/W1DA 
and Maud/G3FXB will be doing their bit to make it a 
success and thus defray operating expenses and support 
the funding of the planned picture brochure. With 
reference to the picture brochure, assistance is requested 
from those planning to have their cameras at Danbury. 
Please contact me for the possible use of their snaps 
which could be used in the brochure. Again as in pre- 
vious years Pete and Bobbie, WIRM/WBIADL are 
planning on an Open House on Sunday at their Burling- 
ton, CT, QTH. They are estimating attendance but your 
advance notification to them would be appreciated if 
possible. 

Again Danbury promises to be a successful social 
occasion and a large number of members have already 
indicated their planned attendance, some for the first 
time and hopefully the first eyeball for many. We will 
be honoured to have our President, G3HDB and 
Margaret; Secretary, G3FXB and Maud and in addition 
G4BUE, G3VTT, GJ2LU and Pearl and G3LQI and 
Jean to provide the proper atmosphere in the Old 
Colony Room. As the day approaches I am sure others 
from overseas will be making their bookings. For those 
who have not yet made it to Lords or Danbury these 
events are for the good ladies too, so try and bring the 
XYL along and as always guests are most welcome. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Subscriptions for 1985 are now in and Ron, G4CP 

has asked me to thank the membership for their co- 
operation, promptness and all the notes and letters that 
make the chore a pleasure. I am sure that Elliott, 
W2MUM would endorse these comments and by the 
same token I would like to extend thanks on behalf of 
the Club for the excellent job that Ron and Elliott do 
every year. A Balance of Account will be appearing in 
due course but suffice to say that despite substantial 
increases in our expenditure our finances are still in a 
sound state. This is due in part to all the extra help we 
get from members in the way of donations and for the 
record the following list represents those received since 
our last listing in the November News Sheet: 
EI3CP, EI9BG, G2FFO, GI3AXI, G3AZ, G3FKH, 
G3HDB, G3JLB, G3KGB, GM3PFQ, G3SJJ, G3SYM, 
GD4BEG, G4KGG, HB9QO, JEICKA, JHIWIX, 
KL7MF, OY7ML, SMOBDS, VE2AH, VE6APN, 
VP9C, W2BAI, WA2DIG, W3PZW, K4II, K4NV, 
N4LS, N400, N4XR, W4DGJ, W4QM, K6DC, K60U, 
-W6THN, W6TZD, K8EJ, W8VSK, W9IV, W9VW and 
9HICH. 

Thanks to all concerned. 
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FOC HISTORY 


Chris, G4BUE is currently researching the history of 
QRP for a book that he is planning and has had access 
to some pre-war RSGB T&R Bulletins which was of 
course the forerunner of the present day “Radio 
Communication’’. The first reference to FOC is a letter 
from GSBW in the March 1938 edition that proposed a 
“British Al Operators’ Club”. In May 1938 it was 
announced that as a result of this letter the First-class 
Operators’ Club had been formed “‘its object being to 
encourage and maintain a high standard of operating 
on the amateur bands.” An announcement in June 1938 
refutes the suggestion that FOC is a British “edition” of 
the Rag-Chewers’ Club (R.C.C.). It gives the Club’s 
slogan as “Genuine experimental work and first-class 
operating technique” and in the preliminary list of 
members as of May 30th, 1938 there are two members 
still with us today—G8AX and G8PG. By December 
1938 the membership was 50 and it was not expected to 
“enrol more than 100 members, even under the most 
favourable conditions’’. It was also evident at this time 
that there was a certain amount of criticism directed 
at the Club with accusations that “we neglect experi- 
mental work for key pounding” and “clutter up the 
bands by giving Morse lessons over the air.” 

Whilst on the subject of Club History there are a 
couple of inaccuracies in the History Book that have 
been pointed out to me. Pete and Bobbie’s Open House 
was in fact first held in 1977 whilst the Friday night 
Open House at W2AO was held for three years. These 
particular functions did not always receive publicity in 
the News Sheet which is the reason for the discrepancies. 


MEMBERS NEWS AND VIEWS 


DJ3KR Jurgen has now moved to Puerto Rico and 
will be there 2 years. Currently he is just running 
an FT 101 with a W3DZZ dipole but hopes to 
have an 18AVT up in time for the Marathon. ~ 

F9RO Oli has been having serious health problems. 
As a result of an examination last February it was 
decided that he should be fitted with a pacemaker 
but unfortunately complications developed. Oli 
sends 73 to the gang and hopes to be active soon. 
We all wish you a speedy recovery Oli. 

G2FDF Bill reports that he has come up with a modi- 
fication to his TS 930 which gets over the problem 
of the sidetone level being dependent on the setting 
of the audio gain control. It can be done in 30 
minutes and only involves removing the bottom 
cover. Bill will be only too pleased to pass it on 
together with some other information on other 
modifications on receipt of an SASE or IRCs. 

G3CWW Tony sends some information on his layout 
which consists of an FT 101ZD with a Hygain 
18AVT/WB located on a hill 900ft ASL. He is CW 
only, never having been on SSB in his life. He uses 
an N2DAN magnetic paddle and is the proud 
owner of serial 005. 

G3LPN Phil is another one of our new members and 
in his case “forays on to the Phone bands are 
almost as rare as hens’ teeth”! He uses TS 930 and 
enjoys rag-chewing for hours especially with QSK. 
He is a fairly prominent RNARS member and 
holds the Mercury 40 wpm certificate. All the 
gang will join me Phil in extending a warm wel- 
come to you. 

G3IGW Mike welcomes the Bill Windle Trophy es- 
pecially the fact that contacts are valid on any 
band. He spends a lot of time on 10 Mhz, currently 
with 85 countries and 44 States. 

G3KGB_ Ron is back home from his stint as ZC4BI. 
During the past year he had a series of VCRI com- 
plaints which made life a bit difficult particularly 


living in an apartment block with four such 
devices within a range of 50 feet or so. No doubt 
you will find an increase demand for QSLs in due 
course Ron—I heard yesterday that the British 
Sovereign Bases were to become a new DX country 
with credits for contacts back to 1960 and sub- 
missions valid as of the Ist of June. Ron supports 
the idea of two 24 hour Marathons but feels the 
double amount of paperwork in checking would 
not be welcomed by Roger. This is a very valid 
point Ron and the additional workload has to be 
considered when assessing the merits of any change. 

GM3KPD Alf reports an enjoyable time in the Pump 
Handle Party but mentions the fact that he had 
no QSOs outside the UK. He says “comments from 
all seemed to indicate a liking for the old basic 
method of sending morse and the hope that it 
would remain a permanent feature in the Club 
calendar. It was a good weekend and I enjoyed 
myself on my old Marconi key which I have 
known for the past 43 years’’. 

G3SXW Roger comments on the “both FOC” topic 
raised last month by VKSFM. He points out it is 
poor public relations but cannot see any objection 
to “CQ FOC”. He feels that directional calls are 
normal practice and other clubs are often heard 
in this way too. He continues “Obviously none of 
us wishes to restrict QSOs exclusively to other 
Club members so the CQ FOC is used selectively, 
but I for one have no compunction in doing so.” 
Concerning the Marathon Roger points out that the 
posting of claims to him is an ideal opportunity to 
express views on the various suggestions that have 
been made. Members might care to also mention 
the number of hours operated. Whilst he is not keen 
on the two 24 hour sessions and on any sub- 
categories as with the Senior Citizen approach he 
feels a sensible compromise could be to permit 
only 36 hours operating out of the 48 as is done in 
a number of contests. 

G3SYL_ Roy is settling in his new QTH. He asks me 
to convey 73 to everybody and hopes to be active 
again shortly. 

G3WUX Terry also has favourable comments con- 
cerning the Pump Handle Party. He felt there was 
a welcome improvement in the standard of code 
produced this time but as with GM3KPD found 
all the activity was from the UK and restricted to 
3.5 Mhz. 

JAIANG Harry reports that he is working on a new 
receiver front-end for 3.5 and 7 Mhz as he needs 
to cut down on the severe inter-mod he experiences 
from high powered SW BC stations and local SSB 
hams on these bands. 

JWOEQ Chris seems to have been working the gang 
on all bands. I have a number of reports of contacts 
with him on 1.8 Mhz and now I have word that he 
has retuned a spare marine VHF station on 156 
Mhz to 146 Mhz. With 20 watts out to the 156 
Mhz vertical he has already QSOed a number of 
VE and W stations on satellite. 

VE6APN Bill has been dogged by an early and severe 
winter in his efforts to get his tower up at the new 
QTH. He hopes to operate from a friends location 
during the Marathon and activate VE6FOC again. 

WIPL Laci does have his antennas back up largely 
thanks to lots of persuasion and help from Norm, 
W1HX and mentions that Norm spent many hours 
on his 78th birthday pulling on the rope and 
making the antenna installation happen. Currently 
Laci has a 2 element Cushcraft 40 metre beam 
stacked above a TH7. 
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the CQ WW CW Contest. He operated from the 
““VP9AD antenna farm”. Both Alan and his XYL 
Judi (VP9IJ) enjoy contests very much but the 
antenna farm has to come down the day after the 
contest for aesthetic reasons in an attempt to keep 
the neighbours happy. Hopefully you might join 
one of our FOC teams next time Dave. 

K4DL Jens you will note is leaving us. With his pecan 
farm and 8 hour watches at WLO there is simply 
not enough time to maintain a reasonable level ofe 
Club activity. Thanks for your past support Jens 
and your responsible attitude to membership. 

K4II_ Bill reports that thanks to help from K6DC, 
W8VSK and some of the NCDXA gang he now has 
a 50 foot tower up with a Hygain tribander on top 
complete with 40 metre traps for rotary dipole 
operation on that band. Now all we need is the 
propagation Bill! 

N4TO Vic is also involved in antenna work at his 
new QTH and is hoping to have a TH7 and 
Cushcraft 2 element on 40 up in time for the 
Marathon. 

K5MA Jan now has two towers up and sports an 
antenna farm comprising a delta loop on 80, 
Cushcraft 2 element on 40, with Hygain 5 element 
monobanders on 20 and 15 at 70 and S50 feet 
respectively. Further plans include a 5 element on 
10 side mounted on the tower in the event that the 
band opens to the south and an inverted V on 
160. One thing that emerges from all this antenna 
talk is the popularity of the Cushcraft 2 element 
on 40! 

WSAB John is of course better known as YBSASO. 
He has now returned to Texas and possibly another 
assignment. The crowning glory from Indonesia 
was four W/VE contacts on 160 on the 21st October 
by long path. On checking his records he finds that 
he contacted 65% of the membership whilst out 
there with six on 6 bands, one on 7 and DL8AN 
who made it on 9! We shall miss you from YB 
John. 

K6DDO Dave sends details of the “O’Brien Pacific 
160 Test” in honour of Charlie O’Brien, W2EQS/ 
WO9ONEC who was an FOC member for many years 
and who became a Silent Key in June 1982. The 
test is an annual affair but lack of space precludes 
listing full details and those interested might care 
to drop Dave a line. 

N6ZZ, Phil is another member who is leaving us. He 

says that “Since I’m seldom active (except during 
contests) it doesn’t seem like my operating activities 
fit into the FOC norm. I still plan to be active 
during contests hopefully from some DX locations 
in the future, but it’s time to move aside to make 
room for some new blood in the organization—for 
somebody whose operating habits are a bit more 
frequent than mine.” We appreciate your thinking 
Phil and your past support. 

W6ISQ John follows on the suggestion by K1ZX 
concerning teams in the CQ WW by suggesting 
that class of entry could also be fun in the Mara- 
thon. Relating to his general area “in Northern 
California, we have about 10 FOCs here. We 
could form a team, but only the top five scores 
would count for the team score. This would in- 
crease competition among team members—as well 
as with other teams. Admittedly, the Marathon is 
perhaps not a ‘real’ contest but it certainly looks 
like one.” 
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